KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT == by Edith Essig July 15, 1960 
1830 Fremont Drive, 
Alameda, California 

THE RIOTOUS ROAD TO RUIN 


At the moment, as favored by the full glare of the news spotlight, the grand- 
stand from which to review the current course of history is the Democratic National 
Convention in Los Angeles. : 

More than seventeen million television sets, estimates Associated Press, were 
tuned in at the climax, enabling many more millions of viewers to see Senator Jack - 
Kennedy of Massachusetts--surrounded by a happy throng of big and little Kennedys-- 
emerge as Presidential Nominee and Senator Lyndon Johnson of Texas as his Vice- 
Presidential runningmates; to hear the course of U.S. domestic and foreign policy 
throughout the past 73 years reviewed in terms of Republican maladministration and 
the future trend--starting in January, 1961—forecast as an inspiring return to the 
high principles of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman, “Liberalism' and "The 
Rights of Man" were the keynotes, A tough "Civil Rights‘ plank in the party platform 
calling for sweeping Federal action to wipe out segregation in all areas of community 
life, including an indirect endorsement of Negro lunch-counter sit-ins, was adopted 
over bitter opposition from Southern conservative delegates who warned that it might 
"drive the southland out of the house of our Democratic fathers, out of the Democrat- 
ic Party in November," 

In his acceptance speech today Kennedy made a blistering attack on Republican 
standard-bearer Nixon, softened somewhat toward President Eisenhower, and declared 
that the verdict of history might be that "Richard Nixon did not measure to the 
footsteps of Dwight D. Eisenhower." --A delicate distinction that can be appreciated 
by those who remember that Chicago's Jewish boss Jake Arvey, Adlai Stevenson, David 
Dubinsky, Eleanor Roosevelt and sons Elliot and Franklin Jr., Senator Sparkman, 
former Senator Claude Pepper and other New Dealers wanted to run Eisenhower on the 
Democratic ticket twelve years ago, (AP dispatch of August 10, 1952: "Sparkman con- 
ceded that he wanted Eisenhower to run as the Democratic candidate for President in 
1946—=!I thought he was a Democrat.? AP, July 31, 1952: "Arvey admitted that 
"four years ago I was very high on General Eisenhower and wanted him for the Demo- 
cratic ticket.?" In April, 1951 onetime Democratic national chairman James A, 
Farley stated that ‘tsome of these times General Eisenhower will have to indicate 
with which party he is affiliated.') 

The atmosphere of the 1960 Democratic convention as reflected in UPI news 
flashes has been that of a spectacular Hollywood production. ‘CONVENTION GOES WILD 
OVER ADLAI.eeThe hall exploded into a roar as Stevenson entered the sports arena and 
his procession to the platform quickly turned into a near mob scenesee.™ "MRS, 
ROOSEVELT WALKS IN, SHOW STOPS...Gov. Leroy Collins of Florida was in the midst of 
his speech when Mrs. Roosevelt walked to a first-row mezzanine seat. Collins couldnt 
see at once what had touched off the outburst, He tried to continue, Then somebody 
passed him the word and he broke into his speech to note the presence of ‘the first 
lady of the world?, This brought the delegates to their feet cheering." 

Naturally, in an atmosphere so superheated with emotional campaign oratory 
the prestige of James Roosevelt, as well, flourished as though no one knew that-- 
true to the tradition of a mother who warred upon the Dies Committee in days of old 
--he is currently spearheading a drive to abolish the House Un~American Activities 
Committee. ‘Recently a Committee member, Representative Gordon H. Scherer, Republi- 
can of Ohio, denounced Roosevelt's speech of April 25 demanding abolition of the 
Committee and calling it bumptious, plain silly, incredible, harmful, useless, 
evil, abortive, appalling, perverse, destructive, vicious, a cancer, sanctimoniously 
cruel, a thoroughly bad institution, a national problem and a degrading spectacle, 
As reported in the San Francisco Examiner, Scherer linked Roosevelt's speech to the 
riotous demonstrations against a sub-committee hearing in San Francisco, stating 
that 10,000 reprints of the speech were shipped to a Communist-controlled organiza-~ 
tion in San Francisco prior to the hearing and were distributed to demonstrators. 

A true son of his mother? Yes, indeed, and of his father too$ A yellowed 
front page of the Oakland Post-Enquirer of October 26, 1938 headlines: "ROOSEVELT, 
DIES CLASH ON RED PROBE....The congressional investigation of un-American activities, 
headed by a hitherto little-known Texas congressman, was thrust today into the cen- 


ter of a national controversy in which President Roosevelt condemned the inquiry 
itself as un-American.ee.'! VEDR was well started on a rule-or-ruin course of 


intrigue that mounted to the point at which, on the eve of the United Nations Char- 
ter Conference in San Francisco, he could expect to become the first president of the 
worlds and might have realized his dream had not death intervened. 

I am indebted to a recent article titled Era of Presidential Advisors by Mr. 
Franklin Hichborn of Santa Clara, California for this reminder of a particularly 
sordid episode in the Roosevelt story: 

"During this era of pre-war secrecy and misrepresentation for "the good of the 
American peoplet, the correspondence in the secret *unbreakable* American code, for 
the use of American diplomats and officials alone, between Winston Churchill and 
President Franklin Roosevelt alarmed Tyler Kent. Kent was a member of the American 
Embassy of London, charged with decoding secret messages. Senator Shipstead of Minne~ 
sota, when word of the correspondence became public, demanded in Congress how Church- 
ill secured this secret American code to carry on secret correspondence with Pres- 
ident Roosevelt. That question has not been answered, Among the coded messages 
‘ganna iegediy ng o penser was: °I = half no Tem sak, @. pebures per on 

wor ere © become Prime Minister, we co contr world, — 
ter from Kent¥s mother to Senator Bridges of New hampshire » March 15, 1943 "5 Churchill 
was not then Prime Minister, That office was held by Neville Chamberlain, who was 











Ld 2= 
vainly trying to ‘maintain peace in our times?, Churchill had his eye on Chamber~ 
lain's job--and got it. The Roosevelt-Churchill correspondence took place months 
before Chamberlain was ousted; long before Pearl Harbor, which brought us into the 


he "Kent reached the conclusion that the American people and the British people 
for that matter, should be alerted to the contents of the Roosevelt=Churchill corre- 
spondence, To that end, he made copies of it, intending, he claimed, to send it to 
Congress. If a crime were thus committed, it was clearly against the United States. 
However, tried in an American court on such a charge, he would, under the Constitu- 
tion, be entitled to an open trial. At such a trial the contents of the secret 
Roosevelt-Churchill correspondence would be made public. On the other hand, charged 
with crime against England, he could be tried in camera, that is to say secretly, 
behind closed doors. He was so charged, tried in camera, found guilty; sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment. He served seven years in a British prison, To permit Kent's 
trial in a British court, it was necessary to waive Kent's diplomatic immunity. That 
our Ambassador to England, Joseph P. Kennedy, with the approval of our State Depart= 
ment, did, Ambassador Kennedy is the father of John Kennedy, candidate for the Demo~ 
cratic Presidential nomination....0n July 20, 1944, the Chicago Tribune, in an edi- 
torial article on the Kent Case, commented: *The Roosevelt Administration not only 
turned him (Kent) over to British jurisdiction but acquiesced in subjecting him to a 
trial in secret proceeding impossible wnder our Constitution, Whatever his offens 
may have been fhe Violation of his constitutional rights was clear and heinous.?* 

A revelation in the San Francisco Examiner of March 11, 1951 runs in the same 
vein: "PARIS NEWSPAPER REVEALS FDR*S SECRET OFFER TO SHARE WORLD*S RULE WITH KREMLIN 
seeeThe documents which Figaro assembled have an authentic background. They are take: 
from the writings of an important official of the Spanish Government whose access to 
such material was direct. This article shows that in 1943 President Franklin D. Roos 
velt secretly instructed A PRIVATE EMISSARY--not a State Department representative-—— 
to approach Marshal Stalin with certain extraordinary proposals. These would (a) 
share the permanent government of the world with Russia; (b) disregard the Atlantic 
Charter and deliver the "little Countries’ to Russia for exploitation; and (c) admit 
Russia to the Mediterranean--obviously a peril to Spanish interests. It was known at 
the time that Nazi Germany would be defeated, and the Reich would be *dismembered.* 
Hence there was no necessity for tappeasing? Russia at the expense of victim peoples, 
Mr, Roosevelt*s secret letter fell into Spanish hands...."' 

The "surprise" attack on Pearl Harbor had paid off to FDR's and Churchill's sat- 
isfaction in invol the U.S. in the second world war and, as quoted in the Con- 
gressional Record of Dec. 26, 1942, Churchill stated in the House of Commons, "This 
is what I have dreamed of, aimed at and hoped for, and now it has come to pass." It 
ene off by chain reaction in the creation of the United Nations Organization and 

he disastrous U.N. "police action" in Korea, which shares front-page space with the 
article on FDR's secret deals in the abovementioned Examiner of March 11, 1951: "3 
U.S. divisions today pushed close to a Chinese Red fortified line, 19 miles long and 
5 miles deep, defending the key position in central Korea, The Communists rushed in 
reserves to replace losses of 30,000 in four days." 

A current sequel appeared in the Examiner of last June 20th: "11 BAY MEN STILL 
IN RED PRISONS, SAYS ANGRY DAD...At least 11 Bay area men taken prisoner during the 
Korean war stiil languish in Red prison camps as the neglected victims of cowardly 
United States policies,an angry father has charged in San Francisco, Eugene R. Guild. 


a retired Army captain and father of a Marine lieutenant who was killed in Korea, is 
attempting to prod the Government into a more courageous and resolute position in 


— mye thought to be alive in Communist prigeies, tant. See posuened 
Sah For pombe rae che Marine bo Mahe onder s 215e Benes Mancense of the°bateea 
States in Korea, the United Nations banner. He also returned his son’s Purple Heart 


to President Eisenhower, when the latter extended condolences to Russia on the death 
of Stalin, whom Capt. Guild considers a *mass murderer? undeserving such a courtesy. 


American servicemen still held prisoners by the Chinese reds, apparently written 
off by the Government and forgotten; a mounting toll of American fliers shot down by 
Soviet fighter planes throughout the past decade, many of them still unaccounted for, 
inquiries being met with sullen silence, and in the instance of Soviet Deputy Premier 
Mikoyan on tour of the U.S., with a scowl and a snarl. It adds up to a terrific ac- 
cumulation of unfinished business that clamors for attention on the agenda of both 
ec Paper ao conventions, for the foreign policy of both parties is cut from the same 

olt of goods. It raises a ghostly echo of the cry "Perdicaris alive or Raisuli 
dead$" that rang through the Republican Convention of 1904, when a different breed of 
Roosevelt became the Republican presidential nominee. Speaking in the Senate lately, 
Sen. Styles Bridges of New Hampshire recalled the episode in connection with Fidel 
Castro's seizure of American-owned oil quepar thes -- 

Sen. Bridges: "Mr, President, this latest outrage —- to my mind a famous in- 
cident in American diplomatic history which occurred just ears_ago. The Republi- 
can Party was hoidine ite nationel Convention in Shicago ib June, 196 e President 
Theodore Roosevelt was at the convention see the nomination of his party. The 
President received a cablegram from Morocco that a naturalized American citizen named 
Perdicaris had been seized by a Moroccan bandit and was being held for ransom. The 
Sultan of Morocco pleaded inability to do anything. *Teddy? Roosevelt called his Sec- 
retary of State and dictated a five-word cablegram to the Sultan with a copy to the 
U.S. consul general in Morocco. It electrified America and compelled respect for 
this country throughout the world, It read: ‘Perdicaris alive or Raisuli dead. At 
the same time, President Roosevelt ordered the nearest American warship with marines 
to proceed to Morocco, Raisuli quickly released Perdicaris. In those long-forgotten 
Se oven a bandit in the hills of Morocco knew that when Uncle Sam spoke he meant 

USINGSS ecee 
Fashions have changed in two grand old parties, bringing in a new style of 









=~3— 
Roosevelts tailored to suit the transition from Democrat Party to the New Deal of 
FDR, to the Fair Deal of Harry Truman, to the New Frontier of John Kennedy; and to 
ged = a of the convention now in progress in Los Angeles as the First Family 
° e@ world. 

From time to time the news spotlight turns grudgingly from that fascinating 
scene to discover what else is happening on this staggering old globe. Seven 
"Project Mercury" astronauts are training in the Nevada desert for an imminent thrust 
into outer space. An airplane generator similar to that in Amelia Earhart's plane, 
fished by divers from a bay at Saipan, raises hopes of learning the fate of the fam- 
ous aviatrix, who vanished 23 years ago this month. Thousands of reds are rioting, 
fighting police in Rome. Premier Kishi of Japan has been stabbed in an attempted 
assassination. In London 5000 mourning party comrades attend the funeral of Brit- - 
ain's No. One Communist Harry Pollitt. Among those present: Dr. Hewlett Johnson, 
the "Red" Dean of Canterbury and American Negro singer Paul Robeson, whose ties of 
redeand-black comradeship bind him sympathetically to the evil cause of Kenya's 
Moscow-trained, British-educated, and now imprisoned Mau Mau leader Jomo Kenyatta, 
with whom he chummed in Moscows and whom Time Magazine of June 13, 1960, under the 
heading "Corpses & Orgies", stated was an expert in devising degrading rituals-—-too 
filthy to describe in detail--with which to force recruits to seal their Mau Mau 
oaths. "Any local Mau Mau leader devising a fouler ritual was under obligation to 
pass along his recipe immediately to his less inventive colleagues," says Time. 

The clamor for Kenyatta's release rings through the Negro world, The Los Angele: 
Negro paper Herald Dispatch of June 18, 1959 headlined: MOVE IN MASS. TO FIGHT FOR 
JOMO KENYATTA FREEDOM, and the correspondent from Springfield, Massachusetts, a Mrs. 
Phyllis Phipps, wrote: "I received a letter from Mr, Jomo Kenyatta on the ninth of 
this month....I want to know if American Negroes have forgotten Jomo Kenyatta? Are 
we ignoring the fact that the black man's cause in Africa is the cause of the black 
people in America? ...What Jomo Kenyatta did he had a right to do in the eyes of 
every freedom-loving, truth-telling black man, whether in America or Africas..." 

AP dispatch of June 4th last from Nairobi, Kenya: "The son and daughter of a 
murdered Kikuku headman told police they were forced to take the Mau Mau oath by 
killers who daubed their faces with their father's blood."* July 10: TROOPS SAVE 
WHITES IN CONGO SIEGE...(UPI)=-—""Belgian paratroopers attacked and dispersed rebel 
Congolese army troops besieging two Congo towns today to save thousands of whites 
from slaughter. Congo Premier Patrice Lumumba immediately denounced their *interven- 
tion. ...Paratroopers dropping from the skies over Luluaborg, the capital of Kasai 
province, arrived in the nick of time to save 1,000 whites holed up and fighting ofi 
a horde of Congolese soldiers with shotguns, pistols and hunting rifles but with al- 
most no ammunition...The white man was on the run in the country which gained its 
independence from Belgium 10 days ago." Time Magazine of July 18, 1960: "The huge 
bonfires of joy died down in the cities of the Congo. The drums and tom-toms grew 
quiet. The last writhing dancers fell exhausted in the dust. The wild intoxication 
of newly won independence was over, and last week the monstrous hangover began. With 
a primeval howl, a nation of 14 million people reverted to near savagery, plunged 
backward into the long night of chaos. Tribe turned upon tribe. Blacks turned upon 
Europeans, The deserted streets of great cities resounded with delirious gunfire and 
war cries in a dozen tongues. The 25,000-man Force Publique mutinied against their 
white officers, then turned their anger on their new government, against all whites, 
against all authority. There seemed no logical explanation for the madness that swe; 
the Congo...Carrying clubs and iron bars and swinging their belts like whips, the 
mutineers shouted alternately *Kill Lumumba’ and *Kill all whites.*" 

Brussels, Belgium, (AP) July 10: "Many Belgians blame the government, saying th 
Congo was given independence before it was capable of self-rule." 

When will the black man be capable of self-rule? 53 years ago the question was 
raised and a discouraging conclusion was reached in an article titled The Vardiman 
Idea--How the Governor of Mississippi Would Solve the Race Question, published in 
the Saturday Evening Post of April 27, 1907, which I quoted at considerable length 


in a previous bulletin. A brief excerpt: “Iwenty thousand years of jungle habit can. 
not be eradicated in a day. When the strong hand which controls the negro relaxes 
its grasp, like the released plummet, he = by sheer force of gravity into his 
natural level. The wild horse of Texas mst be kept under saddle and constantly re- 
minded of the compulsory civilization to which’ he is subject. Slip his halter for . 
moment only and he is again the bucking bronco, 'a branded hide f of hell,* as 
madly resentful of harness as if leather had never touched his back, Let him taste 
one hour of freedom, and he must be captured, broken and civilized again." Gov, 
James K,. Vardiman was presented by the author as perery 2 believer in the repetition. 
of history and his idea summed up briefly thus: "The white man cannot, by law,confer 
his own instincts, his genius for government, his capacity and power of pageeehen= | 
sion upon the negro, the negro should never have been trusted with the ballot. He 
is different from the white man. This inestimable privilege was thrust upon hin, 
snatching him out of his twenty thousand barbaric years and plac him shoulder to 


he ages, This was a stupendous blunder, worse than 
ert, xk Cle otbed cesbnd thought of the nation Phould correct it. We mst 


repeal the Fifteenth and modify the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, Then we shall be able in our legislation to recognize the negro's 
racial peculiarities, and make laws to fit them, This would leave the matter pre~ 
cisely as was intended by the fathers of the Republic," 
The Democratic National Conventior has chosen, 1 ope bee ig mgtte” 

lank, to ignore the lessons of history and instead to spee e nation's progress 
aan cactedieg encouraged by the policies of a Republican administration-~on the 
riotous road to ruin. And now the Republican Convention is coming UpPeseccece 





